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1839. RICHARD OSWALD COWLING. 


Tue Publishers of the LoutsviLLE MEp- 
1caAL News have to announce to its readers 
and patrons the crushing blow which has 
fallen upon its young life. He who was the 
founder, the conductor, and the very life 
of the MepicaL News, is dead. Whether 
another editor can be found to send weekly 
messages of cheering and encouraging news 
to the faithful practitioners throughout our 
southwestern land is as yet uncertain. We 
will hope for him, and will make effort to 
find him, but now our thoughts are with 
him who is gone. . 

On Saturday, April 2, 1881, at a few min- 
utes past noon, Dr. RicHaRD OswaLD Cow- 
LinG departed this life at his residence in 
this city. 

For many weeks past he had been ailing. 
Rheumatism, an old enemy, had renewed its 
attack on his system, and with pain and dif- 
ficulty he performed his daily duty. Inti- 
mate personal and professional friends re- 
monstrated against his continued self-neglect 
and plead that regular treatment might resist 
the assailant. But the strong body despised 
the subtle antagonist, and the brave heart 
could not consent that duty be left undone. 
Summoned to Cincinnati by the claims of 
official duty, he obeyed the call in spite of 
the earnest protest of his most trusted med- 
ical friend, and returned only to lie down 
on the bed from which he should rise up no 
more. Although the loving friends who min- 
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istered to him were for days before his death 
anxious as to the possible result of his ill- 
ness, yet not until an half hour before the 
dreadful end came was there well-grounded 
alarm. 

At noon came two of his brother physi- 
cians to pay their regular morning visit, and 
found that the enemy had already gained the 
citadel. One of them lifted in his arms the 
gasping sufferer and administered some rem- 
edy. 

“ Cow.inG,” he said soon after, “ you are 
rallying.” ‘Nay,’’ he answered, “it is the 
heart, and I shall die.’’ 

And with these words of prognosis of his 
case he ceased to speak, and in accordance 
with his own prediction in a moment more 
his great heart ceased to beat. 

How may we characterize this man who in 
his short career has made for himself so large 
a place in the Medical Profession, and in the 
City and State where he lived? How may 
we picture him that the members of that 
fraternity which he loved and for which he 
labored may know him and find inspiration 
in his example? 

And be it said first of all that in the esti- 
mation of his brethren here where he dwelt 
he had hardly a peer. The crowded hall 
where gathered the physicians to do honor 
to his memory, the words of eulogy then 
spoken, the formal resolutions then adopted, 
the long, long line of men which followed 
his body to its grave, all these bear witness 
to the position which he held. But more 
than this (for this may be considered but the 
formal and customary tribute of the guild to 
the dead craftsman), to the writer came on 
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Sunday afternoon one of the most distin- 
guished of all our students and professors of 
medical science and said, with tearful eyes 
and trembling voice, “In his short career 
Cow inc has done ‘more for the medical 
profession, more for the science of medicine, 
more for humanity, more for his own fame, 
than all the rest of us.”’ 

Now, what were his distinguishing char- 
acteristics? We answer: first and chief of 
all, he was a man—real, genuine, true—who 
loved men because he was a man, and who 
despised every thing that was unreal and 
false as being unmanly. He was incapable 
of preténse ; his nature was too big for any 
sham to fit it. An aged friend, himself a 
graduate physician, said, sitting by his bed 
the day before his death, “I have always 
told him that he was too ingenuous a man 
to practice medicine ;” and his cheery laugh 
made reply —that cheery laugh which his 
friends remember so well as the herald who 
would announce his own self-depreciation, 
and ignorance of what pigmies about him 
would assert they completely understand. 
His manhood was strong enough to confess 
its weaknesses, and bold enough to ask that 
another might be the guide chosen for a 
path of which that other’s knowledge was 
greater than his own. “I have brought my 
friend with me,’’ was his greeting to the 
writer on one occasion, “ because you know, 
if you tell me your symptoms, I must go 
and ask his opinion about them, for he 
knows more than any of us about these 
matters.” 

And envy, that meanest passion of our na- 
ture, that frequent tenant of the professional 
breast, found no home in his. 
jest at some brother’s foible would often en- 
liven the circle of the chatting doctors ; but 
no discordant note of envy ever marred the 
sweet harmony of his rippling laughter, and 
only when he would expose the charlatan 
pretender was the blunt and harmless foil 
of humor exchanged for the keen rapier of 
his wit. 

He did despise a fraud in whatever shape 
the counterfeit might come. He had no 


His merry! 


a 
LOUISVILLE MEDICAL NEWS. 


patience with the ignorance which arrayed 
itself in the robe of knowledge, and as lit- 
tle for the man who, calling himself the 
servant of humanity and of science, did yet 
measure his ministrations and his success 
by the columns of his ledger or the wealth 
and social position of his clients. He loved 
men and he loved his art. For these he 
would do all, dare all, suffer all; and in 
comparison with these money and its power 
were in his view as nothing. A great prac- 
tice did not to him guarantee a scientific 
physician, nor a large bank-account a faith- 
ful follower of Hippocrates. in 

“ Leave the coal-house door unlocked,” he 
said to his servant during the bitter cold 
weather, “for a man must be very poor and 
very miserable before he will steal a lump of 
coal’’; so was he tender to suffering men. 
“Give him the case,’’ is his answer when 
consulted as to another practitioner than 
himself being employed, “ for he knows more 
of it than I’’; so was he nobly unselfish, 
unenvious, and true in his dealing with his 
brethren. 

Of his peculiar gifts and excellences as 
Surgeon, Physician, and Medical Teacher, 
others have spoken and will speak, who are 
by knowledge fitted to bear testimony. It 
may not be out of place that we shall call 
attention to his characteristics as a writer, 
though they must be well known by the read- 
ers of this, his own publication. 

Perhaps no medical writer has more, fully 
appreciated the wisdom of the Horatian 
maxim, “ Miscere utile cum dulct,’’ or has 
more successfully essayed its obedience. He 
wrote of things abstract, abstruse, and tech- 
nical in a style so brilliant that even lay 
minds were interested in the perusal of his 
articles. He illustrated things difficult and 
dark by their analogy to things clear and 
easy of apprehension, so that dulness could 
understand and remember them. And in 
writing of subjects other than those purely 
scientific or professional, how beautifully did 
his medical knowledge come into play for 
ornament and illustration; and every where 
the man was apparent in the writing—the 














true man who hated shams and would speak 
the truth. 

We shall not soon forget how he twined 
about McDowell’s old brass door-knocker a 
wreath, at once of immortelles in memory of 
the long dead benefactor of woman, and of 
living laurel-green in honor of the world- 
famed surgeon to whom the relic was pre- 
sented. 

Longer, still longer, may we remember 
the noble vindication of the Christian faith 
against “the oppositions of science falsely 
so-called,’’ which he spake as the Faculty’s 
farewell to the graduates whom they were 
sending forth to labor formen. Yes, he be- 
lieved that there is a good Father Whose we 
are and from Whom we came. Although his 
knife had dissected a thousand dead bodies, 
he had never found the hidden principle and 
potency of life. He believed that the sci- 
ence in whose study he rejoiced, and in 
whose triumphs he gloried, had not and can 
not explain away our Creator—God, Who, 
His Son did come to tell us, is our Father. 
And therefore in words beautiful and strong 
he declared that a scientific physician can 
not be an atheist. 

Alas! that in the dispensation of an All- 
wise God we have lost him! We mourn 
the loss of a man true, fearless, tender; of a 
physician thoughtful, diligent, studious; ofa 
surgeon skillful, prudent, daring ; of a writer 
cultivated, brilliant, profound ; of a compan- 
ion genial, instructive, buoyant; of a friend 
tried, true, and trusty. 

Alas! that we shall see his face no more 
on earth; but let us rejoice in the belief 
“which,’’ said one of the speakers at the 
meeting last Monday, “no man can doubt; 
that he is gone to a better land whither we 
too shall come.”’ 

A great man is fallen in the medical Is- 
rael! CowLinc is dead, and we speak as 
his parting word to the members of that an- 
cient and honorable Order for whose exalta- 
tion he labored: “ Be ye true men. Be ye the 
faithful servants of humanity and of science. 
Work while it is called today, for the ‘night 
cometh when no man can work.’”’ 
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THE FUNERAL SERVICES of Professor Cow- 
Linc were held at Christ Church on Monday, 
April 4, at three p.m. The large audience- 
room was filled long before the body arrived. 
Among the congregation were to be seen 
almost the entire medical profession of the 
city and the students of the medical schools. 
The company of pall-bearers, honorary and 
active, consisted of mtimate friends of the 
deceased, among whom were a number of 
prominent physicians and merchants. The 
Rev. James Craik, D.D., assisted by the Rt. 
Rev. T. U. Dudley, D.D., the Rev. L. P. 
Tschiffely, and Rev. J. T. Helm,-M.D., con- 
ducted the service. 





Original. 


DEVIATIONS IN THE PHENOMENA OF IN- 
TERMITTENT. 


BY RUFUS W. GRISWOLD, M.D. 


The first case of indigenous intermittent 
in my practice here (Rocky Hill) was in 
1859. I had not seen any other cases that 
I did not suppose could be referred to resi- 
dence elsewhere for their parentage till the 
year 1872. In April, 1872, there was a home- 
bred typical case in the village. In August 
of the same year there was another case in 
the lower part of the town. This was a well- 
marked and regu/ar ague and fever. A few 
days later (August 31st) I was called to Mrs. 
D., aged about fifty, in the same neighbor- 
hood. She had been unwell two or three 
days. The especial symptom in her case 
was a very hard and exhausting cough, con- 
stant for four or five hours, and, until seem- 
ingly quite worn out with it, she broke into 
a perspiration and passed the night com- 
fortably. Opiates nor other cough-remedies 
tried had any effect on the trouble. I did 
not think of ague in this case. There were 
no rigors, not even any perceptible sense 
of chilliness ; but after three or four visits I 
learned that the cough came on every day 
at the same hour, and continued for about 
the same length of time. Twenty-four hours 
on quinia stopped the cough entirely, and 
the woman was well. At the last two visits 
made to this case I prescribed for the hus- 
band, who had had ague and fever coming 
on in the regular way. October 14th a girl 
in the same family had straight tertian ague 
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and fever. In the case of Mrs. D. I supposed 
the paroxysmal cough to have taken the place 
of the usual cold stage of an intermittent 
fever. It entirely supplanted that stage. 

In August, 1876, I was called to see Mrs. 
S., about thirty-five years of age. I found 
her suffering from a sudden eruption, very 
much resembling measles, extending from 
the crown of the head to the feet, and cov- 
ering three fourths of the surface, accompa- 
nied by extreme heat and itching, with swell- 
ing of the face, feet, hands, etc. No rigors 
or especial coldness had been noticed. This 
condition continued through the day, sub- 
sided at night, and the next day the woman 
was quite comfortable. I did not think of 
intermittent. The third day patient went 
over the same ground as on the first. On 
the fourth day the eruption was all gone. 
On the fifth day it came on again, and at 
the same hour. I put the case upon quinia, 
and had no further trouble. The points that 
suggested intermittent in this case were the 
regularity of return of the paroxysms of the 
eruption, the absence of it on the alternate 
days, and the seemingly cordial response to 
the specific treatment. I believe the phe- 
nomena exhibited in this case to be due to 
the same exciting causes that produce ague 
and fever. i 

In August, 1877, I was called to see a girl, 
about fifteen years old, who presented the 
same eruption as the preceding case, com- 
ing on suddenly, with the same kind of 
itching and tumefaction. The eyes were al- 
most closed by the swelling of the lids. But 
it differed in that it was accompanied by se- 
vere rigors, followed by the fever and sweat- 
ing of a typical intermittent. Patient was 
put upon quinia, and there was no return of 
the paroxysms. 

In September of the same year I had a 
third case of this sudden eruption in a girl 
of ten years. The burning and itching were 
intolerable, with so much excitement of the 
nervous system that I feared convulsions. I 
gave an opiate for temporary relief, followed 
with sulphate of cinchonidia in full doses, 
and did not have a return of the trouble. 

The eruption in all the cases went off en- 
tirely in a few hours. Neither of the pa- 
tients had ever had any thing similar to this 
before, nor have they had since. 

In the fall of 1874 J. C., aged about sixty- 
five, had intermittent with the symptoms 
which properly belong to that fever. His 
wife had had the same earlier in the season. 
Both made good recoveries. In the spring 
of 1875 Mr. C. became deranged. Appetite 
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was impaired, digestiog disturbed, sleep fair, 
no chills nor fever nor sweats. He would 
walk the house for hours, repeating over and 
over again, “O, dear me, say! what shall I 
do?’’ He thought he was coming to want. 
This case for quite a time baffled me as to 
cause and as to treatment. Finally some- 
thing induced the query, Is it possible that 
the prevailing ague influence is at work here? 
The patient was put upon quinia, and soon 
made a satisfactory recovery. The deduc- 
tion of the influence of the ague-poison in 
this case may be far-fetched, and is certainly 
not conclusive ; but I believe it to be cor- 
rect. The reasons are—the failure of other 
treatment before the quinia; the seemingly 
good results of the specific dosing; the fact 
that the influence that gives us intermittent 
fever is producing varied morbid effects in 
the human system; the failure to find any 
other cause for the derangement in this case; 
and, negatively, no reasons why the especial 
force that gives us typical intermittent may 
not so impress the nervous system as to pro- 
duce mental derangement. 

Another case—a lady of about thirty, to 
whom I was called in May, 1877, and again 
in August of the same year—at both times 
exhibited mental derangement with morbid 
views of her surroundings, and insane dem- 
onstrations in various ways, with every-other- 
day aggravations, which I referred both times 
to the same prevailing underlying influence, 
was speedily improved by the quinine-treat- 
ment. It would be difficult to prove the de- 
ductions in this case, but I think they were 
correct. Whatever it may be which is the 
originating cause of the intermittent fever 
at present with us, I believe to have induced 
the two cases of mental derangement here 
briefly sketched. 

The relation of these cases may help to 
show some of the curious modifications of 
what is commonly called malarial poisoning, 
and to advertise us that we may reasonably 
expect many others. 

It will be observed that these cases are 
not complications of other ailments added 
to the usual form of intermittent fever, but 
deviations in the character of the phenom- 
ena presented. They are not properly to 
be called cases of intermittent fever in the 
strict sense of the expression; but having 
some of the paroxysmal features that belong 
to that disease, and manifestly having their 
origin in the same morbific cause, I have 
described them under what seems to me an 
appropriate heading. 

The main thing in the consideration of 
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these anomalous conditions, so far as treat- 

ment is concerned, is to sense the etiolog- 

ical group to which they belong as the basis 

on which you can attack them with success. 
Rocky HILL, Conn. 





Obituary. 


THE LATE R. 0. COWLING, A.M., M.D. 


The following tributes of respect to the memory 
of the late Prof. R. O. Cowling, A.M., M.D., were 
tendered by the medical profession, schools, and so- 
cieties of Louisville, on Monday, April 4th: 


MEETING OF PHYSICIANS. 


The meeting of the physicians of the city, which 
was held in the rooms of the Y. M.C. A., was very 
. largely attended. Dr. Hewett presided, and Dr. H. A. 
Cottell acted as secretary. A committee, consisting 
of Drs. Edward Richardson, E. D. Forée, Preston B. 
Scott, John Goodman, and W. H. Wathen, being ap- 
pointed to prepare resolutions expressive of the senti- 
ments of the meeting, reported the following, which 
were read by the chairman, Dr. Richardson: 


Whereas, Providence has removed by death Dr. 
Richard O. Cowling, a valued and distinguished 
member of the medical profession of this city, and 
a man known and appreciated by this community; 
therefore 

Resolved, That in the death of Dr. Cowling the 
profession has lost a member of gifted and brilliant 
qualities, of rare social virtues, and goodness of heart. 

Resolved, That in all the relations of life he has 
shown himself a man of generous nature, a sincere 
friend, a faithful husband, and an indulgent father. 

Resolved, That we tender to his family—father, 
mother, sister, brothers, widow and children—our con- 
dolence for the loss they have sustained by his death, 
and that a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to 
them by the officers of this meeting as indicative of 
our sorrow for them in this hour of sudden affliction. 


Dr. Octerlony, being unavoidably absent, wrote to 
the chairman: ° 


Will you not do me the favor to say that my heart 
beats in warm sympathy with the other friends of the 
distinguished dead who will this morning speak of 
his many good and noble qualities, his brightness of 
intellect, which was equaled by the kindness and 
gentleness of his heart, and of their sorrow at his 
loss? Only a few days before his illness we passed 
a couple of hours together. Never was his conver- 
sation more brilliant, never did I so strongly feel the 
attraction of his genial and sympathetic nature. I 
shall ever cherish the recollection of this visit, the 
last time I saw Dr. Cowling, as one of the most beau- 
tiful reminiscences of my life. 

Dr. Coleman Rogers presented the following: 


Mr. CHAIRMAN: The sad intelligence that our 
confrére, Dr. Richard Cowling, died on last Saturday 
in the full vigor of his splendid manhood, spread rap- 
idly over our city. Such a death of course carried 
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the deepest grief into the hearts of all. To none was 
this event more heavily laden with sorrow than to the 
many whom he had bound to him by the dearest so- 
cial and professional ties. I see before me today 
many of those who were his warmly intimate friends 
who must confess that the most delightful moments 
of their lives were those spent in the society of the 
one whose death we mourn today. I arise simply to 
pay a tribute of affection to my most intimate per- 
sonal and professional associate, and to drop a tear 
to the memory of him whom I considered one of the 
grandest and most glorious of his kind. Who can 
forget his magnificent physique, coupled with his 
massive mind, his warmness of heart, his geniality, 
and above all his spotless honesty ? 

Of his labors as a teacher and his rare ability as 
a writer, both recognized and honored throughout the 
length and breadth of the land, of his high profes- 
sional attainments, of his efforts toward the advance- 
ment of his chosen profession, I will not speak. 
These matters are familiar to us all, and will be- 
come part of history. Further allusion will be made 
to them on some future occasion by other hands than 
mine. Many of us will feel dear Cowling’s loss most 
keenly not only on account of the love we bore him, 
but because already we had become accustomed to 
lean upon him for counsel in some of the emergen- 
cies of surgical practice, and to take comfort from his 
advice, which we felt would be sound and well con- 
sidered. Cowling made no display. He made use 
of none of the ad captandum arts to please. He 
availed himself of nothing but what was fair and 
legitimate toward achieving success. It was not in 
him to “crook the pregnant hinges of tH#® knee that 
thrift may follow fawning.” He stood squarely upon 
his merits as a practitioner and as aman. What he 
said was well said, what he did was well done. It 
had always been his aim as far as possible to prac- 
tice pure surgery, and toward its accomplishment he 
thought it inconsistent to add a miscellaneous busi- 
ness. All of us felt a perfect confidence in the sound- 
ness of his judgment. We also had the full assurance 
that in his hands our interests were safe; that through 
no agency of his would our clients’ business or con- 
fidence be weaned from us. The day is far distant 
when a nobler soul, a clearer head, or more skillful 
hand than Cowling’s will be vouchsafed to this com- 
munity. This is not a time to speak at length of our 
singularly gifted friend, except in the spontaneous 
and general terms of that sorrow which flows from 
the thought that we shall never listen to his voice 
again; never hear those sparkling sallies which were 
wont to “set the table in a roar;’’ never dwell with 
unmingled admiration on those extemporaneous effu- 
sions in which he had no equal, and which were the 
delight and wonder of all who knew him; never wit- 
ness that unabating spirit and unflagging mirth which 
made him the soul and center of social and convivial 
circles. Can we ever forget his rare wit, rich and 
broad genuine humor, his most effective weapons as 
a writer combatting error and advocating reform? In 
coarse invective he never dealt. Though his arrows 
of ridicule fell thick and fast their points were not 
envenomed, and rarely left a rankling wound. Who 
can forget his bright flashing eye, illuminated with 
mind; who can fail to feel the force of his manly 
sense and accurate intelligence which: rendered him 
as instructive when gravity prevailed as he was unap- 
proachable when festivity ruled the hour? There is 
now a void indeed where he filled so enviable a 
place; a gloom where he so gloriously shone. But 
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whatever he was in his humor he was warm in his 
friendships, liberal and generous in his character, 
charitable and humane in his nature. In many points 
he had no rival, and active as his path had been we 
believe he rarely made a personal enemy. Sure we 
are that his memory will be hallowed by the esteem 
due to genius, and by the mournful regrets of those 
who were his associates in scenes the indescribable 
charms of which, all elicited by him, we can never 
forget. 


At the close of Dr. Rogers’s address Dr. D. W. 
Yandell rose and said: 


Mr. CHAIRMAN: The dead man whom we are 
here to mourn was my neighbor; in his earlier med- 
ical studies he was my pupil; he subsequently became 
my colleague and companion; he was always my 
well-loved friend. Dr. Cowling was by nature a 
strong man. His mind and person were both com- 
manding. He had a wealth of mental and physical 
resources given to few men. His scholastic training 
was exceptional. He had won honors at Trinity Col- 
lege, and carried away her diploma. He had studied 
law. He had gained laurels in civil engineering 
and in the higher mathematics, And thus, when the 
time came for the study of the profession which he so 
much loved, he brought to it all these splendid attain- 
ments, all these powerful accessories. He laid the 
foundation of his caliing deep among its roots. He 
early exhibited a taste for surgery and rapidly mani- 
fested a power to marshal and adjust particulars 
which bespoke the future master. He industriously 
stored his mind with the larger facts, the broader 
principles of the science. Hence his mental dig- 
nity in the presence of danger, his equipoise and effi- 
ciency in those supreme moments which come in 
the life of every surgeon. Dr. Cowling never grew 
afraid. When confronted by those awful emergen- 
cies his manner assumed a repose which is born alone 
to the nature of the truly great. As a teacher he was 
clear, pointed, forcible. As a practitioner, judicious, 
far-seeing, sympathetic. As a writer, ready, flowing, 
versatile, irradiating all that he touched with a humor 
whose light was a very joy; with a wit whose bril- 
liancy nothing could quench, yet whose shafts rank- 
led ‘in no man’s bosom. As an author he was vouch- 
safed just length of days enough to see his first 
methodical work stamped with the imperial seal of 
the classics—a work which it is safe to declare is, in 
its way, the best yet produced on the subject which 
it treats. Asa man, courteous, genial, considerate, 
strong when strength was needed, he possessed a 
gentleness that was womanly. Elis was indeed a fine 
humanity. His mental rectitude was superb, while 
the woof of his daily life was composed of honor 
and truth running through which were the threads of 
whatever else makes manhood pure and worthy of 
imitation. No man in the profession shall feel more 
than I his loss, for no man was so intimately associa- 
ted with him in his surgical work. 1 was part of 
that which he but yesterday laid down. I was bound 
up in that which, had he lived, would have been sure 
to come. 


After Dr. Yandell’s address, remarks were made 
by Drs. Holland, Godshaw, and others, and then the 
meeting adjourned, : 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 


The College of Physicians and Surgeons, of 
which the deceased was president, held a meeting; 
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which was addressed by Drs. Owen and Larrabee, 
and at which resolutions were adopted. 

Upon the adjournment of the meeting of the phy- 
sicians of Louisville the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons was called ‘to order by Vice-president W. 
Talbott Owen. Dr. William B. Doherty acted as 
secretary. Dr. Owen spoke as follows: 


We are assembled as mourners in memory of our 
dead brother-fellow, Dr, R. O. Cowling, late president 
of this College. His virtues have been dwelt on so 
ably and truthfully by the speakers preceding me in 
the meeting of the general faculty that I shall add 
nothing more than to say they are the cordial expres- 
sion of my own heart. He was a fine executive offi- 
cer, commanding the respect of all, courteous, digni- 
fied without hauteur, with unaffecting condescension. 
His powers of mind and person were evidently inhe- 
rent and forced the conviction that like Minerva 
they sprang full-born from the head of Jove. As an 
author he has put to his seal the stamp of greatness; 
his “ Aphorisms” will render his memory immortal. 
Lord John Russell at a breakfast party at Sir James 
Mackentosh’s, defined the proverb as ‘‘ one man’s wit 
and all men’s wisdom,” This found a complete pho- 
tograph in the “Aphorisms” of our brother, which 
have been heartily accepted by the entire profession. 
But, brethren-fellows, more than all this is the pros- 
pect, so ably depicted by Dr. Holland, of shaking 
hands with our brother in the great unseen. Let us 
be admonished and prepared to meet him there. 


The following words of remembrance were said 
by Dr. Larrabee: 


MR. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN: The present 
is not an occasion for vain speech-making or idle 
talk nor should we sit in silence. The stroke which 
fell among our ranks last Saturday was a blow which 
makes us stagger and reel as we press forward to 
meet for ourselves the stern enemy of our race, not 
because death is unexpected by us whose lives are 
devoted to his upequal warfare, for the mortality in 
our profession is far greater than the community 
thinks. We have mourned our brethren dead in 
plague-stricken cities; we have paid just tribute to 
those whose low descending sun has gilded the med- 
ical horizon with their departing glory; but now the 
lightning has struck at our side; the sturdy oak tree 
has been shivered, while we stand gazing upward 
vainly endeavoring to penetrate this inexplicable 
Providence. 

I will not say “ God’s ordinance of death is blown 
in every wind,” for that is not a common chance 
which takes away a noble mind. 

The noble, the true, the scholarly, the genial, the 
humorous, the generous-hearted Cowling is no more. 
We can but feel as we so truly mourn, that our own 
lesser lights could have been far better spared than 
that so brilliant a Juminary should have been so sud- 
denly blotted out. 

A star of the first magnitude has set forever, and 
the warm effulgence of its splendor has gone out 
leaving nought but the darkness which we now feel 
and the remembrance of its shining which will abide 
with us during all of our natural lives, 

To those of us who were of his own age the loss 
is exceedingly severe; we felt honored to be his con- 
temporary and to have grown as trees in a cluster. 

The younger members of the profession have lost 
an ideal of professional excellence which they may 
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well copy. He was the friend of the young practi- 
tioner, with whose trials and hardships he always felt 
a deep sympathy. His pleasant manner and words 
of good cheer have lifted many a weary burden from 
many a weary shoulder. Perhaps one of the greatest 
if not the most conspicuous qualities of his manly 
nature was self-abnegation. Whether at the bedside 
of suffering, in discussion of scientific subjects, or en- 
gaged in entertaining his friends, his own personal 
comfort, interest, and aggrandizement were entirely 
forgotten. 

As a medical writer he possessed an individuality 
easily recognizable. His editorials, although of a 
strictly medical bearing, were eagerly read by the 
laity as well as by the profession, and every where 
acknowleged to be the choice exposition of medical 
progress. Says an exchange, “ The wrapper of the 
News is always torn open with the expectation of a 
treat, and we are seldom disappointed.” His criti- 
cisms were often witty, always spicy, but never ex- 
hibited vindictiveness. He never cherished malice. 
With a clear head and a good judgment his views of 
the future of the profession were large and unselfish. 
He was opposed to all that was small, narrow, and 
contracted, and had he lived would have done more 
than any other writer to enlarge the borders of legit- 
imate medicine and to purify science of its crudities. 

As a practitioner he was successful. As a teacher 
his rare ability was the attraction of his class. His 
Aphorisms of surgery have won the praise of the 
highest authorities, and have been established both 
at home and abroad. 

As a citizen his loss will be mourned by the com- 
munity no less than by the profession. Within the 
sacred precincts of his grief-stricken family we would 
not intrude, but we pray that God, “who tempereth 
the wind to the shorn lambs,” may shelter and keep 
them. 

Sleep sweetly, tender heart, in pauses 
Sleep, holy spirit, blessed soul, 
hile the stars burn, the moons increase, 
And the great ag:s onward roll. 

Sleep till the end, true soul and sweet, 
Nothing comes to thee new or strange. 


Sleep full of rest from head to feet, 
Lie still, dry dust, secure of change. 


The president here appointed Drs, R. C. Hewett, 
W. H. Galt, G. H. Cox, C. C. Godshaw, and William 
Bailey a committee to draft resolutions appropriate to 
the occasion. The following were presented: 


Resolved, That in the death of Dr. Richard O. 
Cowling, late president of this college, we recognize 
the loss of a most capable, faithful, and impartial 
presiding officer. 

Resolved, That as a friend and professional asso- 
ciate we have ever found him genial, honorable, ear- 
nest, enthusiastic in the pursuit of medical knowl- 
edge; always ready and prompt to attend professional 
calls, never halting to make inquiry as to the pecu- 
niary condition of patients, and at all times filled with 
lofty scorn for any professional act tainted by trickery 
unfairness, or pretension. 

Resolved, That to native brilliancy of intellect he 
added high literary culture, which eminently fitted 
him for conducting with marked ability the medical 
journal which he originated and made universally 
popular; and these qualities had already won for him 
distinction as a teacher of surgery, and were rapidly 
opening to him a most brilliant career as a practi- 
tioner of surgery. 

Resolved, That our tears of sorrow for the loss of 
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our distinguished and genial friend are mingled with 
those of the bereaved family, and that we tender to 
them our earnest sympathy and condolence. 
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be trans- 
mitted to the family of the deceased. 
Adjourned. 


RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE FACULTY OF THE UNI- 
VERSITY OF LOUISVILLE, 


The faculty of the Medical Department of the 
University of Louisville, of which Prof. Cowling was 
a member, adopted the following : 


Whereas, It has been the Divine pleasure to re- 
move from the field of his earthly work our fellow- 
laborer Prof. R. O. Cowling, M.D.; therefore be it 

Resolved, That in the death of our beloved col- 
league the State has lost a valuable citizen, science a . 
gifted son, and this institution an accomplished 
officer. 

Resolved, That as a teacher, Dr. Cowling was 
comprehensive, luminous, and exact; as an operator, 
bold but cautious, daring but prudent; as a man, dig- 
nified, upright, generous, brave, with a child’s sim- 
plicity of ways and disposition. A scholar of rare 
attainments; a thinker original, logical, sustained; a 
writer incisive, varied ; a successful author, he added 
to the fame of the university which he entered as a 
pupil and where in time he rose to the rank of pro- 
fessor, a position which he in every way adorned. 

Resolved, That we deplore his death as a public 
calamity, a keen personal loss. 

Resolved, That a memorial address on the life and 
character of Dr. Cowling be prepared by Prof. D. W. 
Yandell. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent 
to the family of the deceased. 

J. M. Bovine, M.D., Dean. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE STUDENTS. 


At a meeting of the students of the Medical De- 
partment of University of Louisville the following 
resolutions were adopted: 


Whereas, The hand of Divine Providence has re- 
moved from our midst our beloved professor, R. O. 
Cowling, we, the students of the Medical Depart- 
ment of University of Louisville, desire to express 
our deep sorrow, and offer to his bereaved family our 
sincere sympathy and condolence. 

Resolved, Vhat in the death of Professor Cowling 
the profession has lost an exceptionally skillful and 
brilliant member, this school an eloquent, efficient, 
and faithful teacher. 

Resolved, That we will attend the funeral of Pro- 
fessor Cowling in a body, and that we will wear the 
usual badge of mourning for thirty days, as a token 
of the love and admiration we felt for him. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be pub- 
lished in the medical journals of this city, and a copy 
be sent to the family of the deceased. 

J. M. Ray, 

N. B. SHANDs, 

J. F. Duncan, 
Committee. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE FACULTY OF THE KENTUCKY 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE. 

The Faculty of the Kentucky School of Medicine 

held a special meeting to adopt measures expressive 

of respect for the late Prof. R. O. Cowling. The 
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Dean, Prof. J. A. Octerlony, presided; all the mem- 
bers of the Faculty present. After appropriate re- 
marks by various members of the Faculty, Professors 
Octerlony and Mathews were appointed a committee 
to frame resolutions, which were unanimously adopt- 
ed, viz: 

Whereas, Prof. R. O. Cowling has been by sudden 
death removed from among us; 

Resolved, That in his death the medical profession 
of our country has lost a distinguished and valuable 
member, medical teaching one of the most eloquent 
and able professors, and medical journalism a most 
brilliant and gifted editor, 

Resolved, That we deeply mourn his premature 
death in the full vigor of a bright, useful, and noble 
manhood. 

Resolved, That we offer our tenderest and most 
heartfelt sympathy to Prof. Cowling’s family, with 
the assurance that their grief is shared by our hearts 
and by the heart of every physician who had the 
privilege of knowing Prof. Cowling, either person- 
ally or as a writer. 

Resolved, That we attend the funeral in a body. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resulutions be pre- 
served in the archives of the Kentucky School of 
Medicine, be transmitted to the family of the de- 
ceased, and be published in the daily papers and in 
the medical journals of our city. 

J. A. OCTERLONY, 
/ JoserH H. MATHEWS, 
Committee. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE STUDENTS OF THE KENTUCKY 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE. 

The class of the Kentucky School of Medicine 
met this morning at the College on Green Street, be- 
tween Third and Fourth, to take appropriate action 
in regard to the death of Prof. R. O. Cowling, of the 
Medical Department of the Louisville University. H. 
C. Littlejohn, of Indiana, was called to the chair, with 
J. F. Lawshee as secretary. After remarks by different 
members of the class, L. Reamer Sale, of Indiana, 
Mandeville Thum, of Kentucky, J. Frank Lawshee, 
of Indiana, E. G. Davis, of Illinois, and J. W. Gray- 
bill, of Virginia, were appointed a committee to draft 
resolutions. The following were adopted: 

Whereas, By dispensation of an all-wise Providence, 
Prof. R. O. Cowling, of the Medical Department of 
the University of Louisville, has been removed from 
our midst; ° 

Resolved, That, while we are students of another 
college and have but to a limited extent come in 
contact with him, we have yet learned to respect and 
admire Prof. Cowling’s attainments and character. 

Kesolved, That we most sincerely deplore his un- 
timely death, and extend our sympathy to his bereaved 
family, to his colleagues and students in the Univer- 
sity, and to his professional friends of this city and 
State. 

Resolved, That we attend his funeral in a body. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be pre- 
sented to his family and published in the medical and 
secular journals of this city. 

L. REAMER SALE, C/’n, 

t FRANK LAWSHEE, Sec’y, 
ANDEVILLE THUM, 

E. G. Davis, 

J. WALTON GRAYBILL. 
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RESOLUTIONS OF THE FACULTY OF LOUISVILLE 
MEDICAL COLLEGE, 


The Faculty of Louisville Medical College, hav- 
ing heard with deep regret of the sudden death of 
Prof. R. O. Cowling, of the University of Louisville, 
passed the following resolutions as a tribute of re- 
spect to the memory of the eminent surgeon, so un- 
expectedly removed from his sphere of usefulness : 

Resolved, That in the death of Professor Cowling 
the medical profession has sustained the loss of an 
able and useful member, that the medical teachers 
have been bereft of one of their brightest ornaments, 
and that the general public have lost a most worthy, 
useful. and honored citizen. 

Resolved, That the lectures in Louisville Medical 
College shall be discontinued on Monday, to enable 
the faculty and students of that institution to attend 
the funeral of the great surgeon who has passed 
away. 

Resolved, That to the family and friends of the 
eminent man so recently among us in the prime of 
health, genius, and fame, the faculty of Louisville 
Medical College tender their sincere condolence. 

TURNER ANDERSON, 
EDWARD MILLER, 
Committee. 


KENTUCKY STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Immediately after the opening of the morning 
session of the Society, Wednesday, April 6th, Dr. W. 
H. Wathen, of Louisville, made the motion that a 
committee be appointed to draft suitable resolutions 
on the death of Dr. R. O. Cowling. 

The motion prevailed, and the president appointed 
Drs. W. H. Wathen, of Louisville (chairman), J. W. 
Holland, of Louisville, C. H. Thomas, of Covington, 
L. S. McMurtry, of Danville, and J. N. McCormack, 
of Bowling Green, who reported as follows: 


Your committee appointed to report resolutions 
expressing the sentiments of the Kentucky Medical 
Society on the announcement of the death of Dr. R. 
O. Cowling, find the task a very difficult one. All for- 
mal phrases are unworthy the occasion. What he was 
to us, each shall often feel in thoughts thot lie too deep 
for words. Memory alone can adequately remind 
us of the cheer we had in his company and the con- 
fidence we put in his counsels. Our sense of im- 
measureable loss and dissatisfaction at this feeble 
public indication of it will be duly appreciated by 
his family and all others whom a good fortune brought 
near to him. To them we offer all the comfort they 
can get from the knowledge that their grief is shared 
by a large circle of his professional associates. 

We suggest that this testimony be spread upon 
the minutes and properly engrossed for transmission 
to his family. 


FROM THE LOUISVILLE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


Dr. C. C. Godshaw presented the following, which 
was adopted : 


It is appropriate that the Board of Health should 
take some action relative to the death of Dr. Richard 
O. Cowling, a man distinguished for his scholarly 
attainments as a writer and author and skill as a sur- 
geon. The Board of Health is fully aware of his 
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interest in sanitary matters by the support he gave 
their actions through the medium of the LOUISVILLE 
MeEpIcaL News, of which he was the able editor. 
It is therefore 

Resolved, That in appreciation of his endeavors to 
elevate the noble cause of sanitary science, we like- 
wise mourn the loss which the community and the 
profession have sustained, and extend to the afflicted 
family our heartfelt condolence. 

Resolved, That this tribute be recorded in our min- 
utes, published in the newspapers, and that a copy of 
the same be handed to his family. 


HosPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE, 
LoulIsvVILLE, April 4, r88r. ¢ 
Mrs. Richard O. Cowling : 


DEAR MADAM—At a meeting of the Faculty of 
the Hospital Medical College we were appointed a 
committee to extend to you their heartfelt sympathies 
in your affliction. We express to you our high ap- 
preciation of your late husband, recognizing in him 
the noblest qualities of an exalted manhood, 

He was*brilliant beyond compare, because of a 
high native endowment cultivated by rare classical 
training. As a man he was the delight of his asso- 
ciates, his genial nature irradiating its own generous 
warmth to all around. As a surgeon, his capabilities 
opened up before him any meed of fame he desired. 
As an author and writer, history will give him high 
honor. 

Allow us personally to extend to you our most 
earnest sympathy, and to mourn with you our mutual 
loss, , 

Yours very respectfully, 
WILLIAM BAILEY, 
E. D. Forge. 


LETTER FROM PROF, GROSS, 


PHILADELPHIA, April 2, 1881. 


Dear Docror GALT: Your telegram profoundly 
shocks me. I loved, dearly loved Cowling, and not 
only loved him but had the greatest admiration for 
him. He was talented; he was brilliant; he was elo- 
quent. I had no idea that one so young and so full 
of health could die. I never coupled death with his 
being. His loss will be universally deplored. We 
had hoped to have him with us next March to de- 
liver, as he had promised, the anniversary address 
before our Alumni Association, and we had anticipa- 
ted much pleasure in meeting him. We shall see 
him no more; we shall never behold his genial smile 
or feel the warm grasp of his hand. I shall mourn 
only as a father can mourn for a favorite son. 

I pray you to convey to Mrs. Cowling my warm- 
est sympathy in her deep affliction, and to say to her 
how profoundly I feel the loss of a man who was 
so great an ornament to his profession, and whom 
I always ranked among the kindest and best of my 
friends. 

God bless her and her dear children. 

Very truly yours, 
S. D. Gross. 


LETTER FROM DR. R. S. WALLACE, 


} East BRApy, PA., April 2, 1881. 
Dear Mrs. Masson: I was pained and surprised 
at the receipt of your telegram announcing the death 
of your brother. The more so as I had not heard at 
all of his illness. The medical profession has lost a 
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shining light and will greatly miss his spicy editori- 
als in the MEDICAL NEws. 
You and the rest of his family will please accept 
my condolence at your great loss. 
Respectfully, 
R. S. WALLACE, 


THE SHORT-LINE RAILWAY.* 


A meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Board of Directors of the Louisville, Cincinnati & 
Lexington Railway was held on Monday last, and 
the following resolutions adopted: 


Resolved, That we have heard with deep regret 
of the sudden death of Dr. R. O. Cowling, the sur- 
geon of this road. 

Resolved, That in his death the road has lost a 
most valuable officer, whose place can not be easily 
filled; a surgeon of confessed ability, whose skill 
and fidelity have saved life and restored injured men 
to health, whose kindness and sympathy went out to 
all who were hurt. He won the regard and affection 
of all with whom he was brought in contact. 

Resolucd, That we tender to his bereaved family 
our sympathy in their great loss, and that these reso- 
lutions be spread on the minutes of the company. 





Meviews. 


Manual of Diseases of the Throat-and Nose. 
By FRANCKE HUNTINGTON BosworTH, A. M., 
M. D., Lecturer on Diseases of the Throat in the 
Bellevue Hospital College, etc., etc. New York: 
Wm. Wood & Co. 

The author says in his preface that this 
work is the result of ten years’ experience 
in public institutions and in private practice, 
and that he has endeavored to confine his 
remarks to his own personal experience, re- 
cording candidly his failures as well as his 
successes in treatment. In describing spe- 
cial methods of treatment he is clear and 
explicit. The book is abundantly illustrated 
by woodcuts borrowed from Cohen’s and 
from Mackenzie’s works. A considerable 
number of formulas are added in an ap- 
pendix, and a full index is a means of ready 
reference to any throat matter the reader 
may desire to look up. The author’s pa- 
thology is certainly exceedingly simple. He 
divides throat-inflammations into six kinds; 
namely, acute and chronic catarrhal inflam- 
mation; acute and chronic follicular inflam- 
mation; croupous inflammation; diphtheri- 
tic inflammation. 

Like almost all specialists he regards the 
maladies of which he treats as local affect- 
ions, to be cured chiefly by local treatment. 
Physicians not possessing a first-class work 
on throat-diseases will do well to purchase 
this. Itis attractively written and handsome- 
ly gotten up. L. P. Y. 








Sormulary. 


TO DISGUISE THE TASTE OF CRAB ORCHARD SALTS. 


Dr. W.O. Roberts recommends nitro-muriatic acid, 
ten or fifteen drops to each dose, in half a glass of 
water. The combination promises to be a happy 
one, and ought to be useful in the treatment of he- 
patic disorders, 


DABELL’S PURGATIVE TINCTURE. 


R Res. podophylili.........csesseee QT. ij; 
Essentize zingiber..........000 iE 
Spts. Vin. recti......00- @ eeeeseeee 3 ij. 


M. S. One dram at night when lying down every 
two or three nights. Podophyllin is claimed to act 
mildly.—Gaillard’s Med. Fournal. 


COMPOUND LICORICE POWDER. 


As this laxative powder, under the name of pulvis 
glycerrhizze compositus, has come into popular use of 
recent years, being imported, so to speak, from the 
German Pharmacopeia, it may be interesting to the 
practitioner to know that it is not by any means per- 
fect in its composition. It occasionally has a ten- 
dency to gripe, and, we think, should contain a larger 
amount of fennel. The following is its formula: 


RB Glycerrhize pulv..........06 D pee. 
Sennz pulv.......00 Scccccecee p Bods 
Sulphuris loti...........ceeeees re 
Feeniculi pulv........00-ss-00 \ Aa 3); 
Sacchari albi............seeeeeees 3vj. M 


—Canada Lancet. 
DOMESTIC REMEDY FOR FELON, 


Dr. T. C. Brannon says, in Therapeutic Gazette, 
July, 1880, that for twenty years he has used the fol- 
lowing simple treatment: Take of soft lye soap and 
flaxseed meal a sufficient quantity. Stir in the meal 
thoroughly and slowly so as to form a salve or poul- 
tice; envelope a finger in this, applying snugly, and 
occasionally pressing it to bring it completely in ap- 
position, and renew it every twelve hours. The es- 
charotic properties of the soap soon destroy the thick 
skin over the region of the disease, and partly ac- 
counts for the quick relief of pain. Besides this the 
agent is partly absorbed, and thus affects more or less 
the disease process. 


MEDICATION IN UTERINE AFFECTIONS, 


Dr. Joseph H. Warren, of Boston, says that, with 
rest in bed, the following internal remedies will be 
found very efficacious in relieving the first acute and 
engorged state of acute metritis : 


BK Chloral hydrat.......000.ssse0006 3 iij; 
Chloral croton......... eecccccese gr. XXX; 
Lig. Opii COMP...cecceceseeeeeeee 3 Yj; 
Glycerin .....cccccccccccccccccccoes 3 ij; 
Sy tol ...cccrceccsceccesccsees 3}. 


M. Sig. A teaspoonful every hour until ease from 
pain and sleep be induced. If vomiting occurs, which 
is almost always an accompaniment, I would add to 
the above mixture, in place of the croton chloral, 
bromide of potassium, and a solution of sulphate of 
morphia for the liquor opii compositus. Should the 
patient reject every thing by the stomach, I would 
throw up into the rectum an enema of starch-water 
and a dram of tincture of opium. 
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If great degeneration of the tissues has followed 
with a malignant or cancerous appearance, we may 
use with good result the chloride of zinc and blood- 
root added, in some convenient vehicle, to cosmoline 


or vaseline. My formula, if there is much odor and 
a bloody, thick, unhealthy discharge from the cervix 
and os, is— 


R Chloride of zinc......... eeenenes gr. x; 
Pulv. sanguinaria canadensis, gr. xv; 
CORERGTIEG sncccenssconsscosaconses 3}. 


M. Sig. Apply with a syringe through a curved 
canula, 


Dr. Warren also says: Lime-water and aloes are 
useful in ascarides of the aged and young children. 
Often the secretion from the anus will cause a severe 
prurigo of the vagina and mons veneris of both little 
girls and the older ones. An injection of this should 
be used at night, both up the rectum and vagina, in 
the older girls particularly, A tablespoonful of this, 
taken for adults internally in case of ascarides and 
constipation, will work very well. My formula is one 
part of tincture of aloes to three parts of lime-water 
for internal use by the mouth, viz: 


3 ij. 
— Virginia Medical Monthly. 





Miscellany. 


Is THERE OZONE IN THE ATMOSPHERE ?— 
Two important papers on atmospheric ozone 
by E. Schone are discussed in Nature. This 
observer, who has given much careful study 
to the subject of ozone, says that the smell 
of ozonized oxygen does not at all resemble 
the peculiar odor noticed after a lightning 
flash (Brit. Med. Journal). The true smell 
of ozone is, however, frequently noticeable 
in ordinary air, and coming from the clothes 
of persons who may enter a room from the 
open air in winter. The ordinary potassium 
iodide papers are valueless as ozone measur- 
ers, according to Schéne. A small amount 
of ozone in moist air produces a greater 
depth of color on these papers than a larger 
amount of ozone in dry air. The humidity 
of the air and the hygroscopic character of 
the material from which the paper is made, 
therefore largely influence the depth of color 
produced. It has been supposed that much 
ozone is produced in the neighborhood of 
waterfalls, but the increased depth of color 
of the potassium iodide papers is only due, 
says Schéne, to the great humidity of the 
air. Schénbein’s “ozonometer” serves as a 
very rough hygrometer. Paper coated with 
thallous hydrate is recommended as a meas- 
urer of the relative amount of “oxidizing 

*principle’’ in the air; the paper is colored 
brown—owing to production of thallic ox- 














ide—by ozone or hydrogen peroxide. The 
general conclusions are briefly these: 1. The 
papers are colored more deeply during the 
day than during the night; this difference 
is more apparent during the long days of 
the year. 2. Increased wind-force causes in- 
creased coloration, because a greater quan- 
tity of oxidizing substance is brought in 
contact with the paper during the time of 
exposure. 3. Cloudiness and rain especial- 
ly influence the coloration; the heavier the 
rain the smaller the coloration of the paper. 
Direct determinations of hydrogen peroxide 
have shown that when the thallium papers 
are much colored this compound is present 
in the atmosphere in comparatively large 
quantity. Herr Schéne regards the actual 
existence of ozone in the atmosphere as at 
present an open question. 


THE MANNER OF DEATH OF THE CZAR.— 
Telegraphic dispatches give the following 
particulars of the Czar’s death: As soon as 
the Czar was removed to the Winter Palace 
Dr. Droriachine, who was among the first 
physicians summoned to his bedside, pre- 
pared to amputate his legs, which were held 
to the body by the flesh alone (Med. Rec.). 
The bones of each limb were broken and 
the blood flowed so copiously that the suf- 
ferer fainted from its loss. India rubber 
bandages were applied, first to the right leg 
below the knee and then to the left, and the 
physicians as rapidly as possible caught up 
the ends of the arteries and tied them. Un- 
der the influence of sulphate of oxygen and 
ice the emperor began to breathe quite 
audibly, and finally he opened his eyes. In 
their search for further wounds the physi- 
cians found, upon removing the glove from 
the right hand, that the member had been 
severely lacerated, and that pieces of his 
marriage ring were imbedded in the flesh. 
With the restoration of partial conscious- 
ness hopes began to be entertained that the 
emperor would survive, frightful as were his 
injuries. Chaplain Bjanor availed himself 
of the interval of apparent consciousness to 
administer the sacrament. A minute or two 
afterward the eyelids dropped and the heart 
ceased to beat. 


Tue Army Medical Department has sent - 


out Mrs. Deeble and six lady nurses to at- 
tend the sick and wounded in the Transvaal. 
It will be remembered that Mrs. Deeble and 
her staff of lady nurses rendered valuable 
assistance to the sick and wounded during 
the Zulu war.—Brit. Med. Journal. 
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JaBoRANDI.—In addition to pilocarpine, 
Messrs. Flarnack and Meyer have obtained 
a second alkaloid from this drug, which they 
propose to call jaborina. This alkaloid dif- 
fers from pilocarpine in its sparing solubil- 
ity in water and readier solubility in ether 
(Medical and Surgical Journal). It was sep- 
arated from commercial pilocarpine, as a 
colorless amorphous body of strong basic 
properties, forming amorphous salts. Its 
action is said to resemble that of atropia 
upon a frog’s heart; no other test appears 
to have been tried. 


How to Teacu OstEoLocy. — Professor 
O. W. Holmes has introduced into anatom- 
ical teaching a decided improvement in the 
study of osteology. While abroad during 
the summer he purchased ten skeletons, 
each of which has been divided into parts 
—skull, thorax, spine, legs, and arms. These 
parts are each provided with a wooden box 
with a sliding cover, and a handle to carry 
it with. The parts are distributed to those 
students who desire them on a stated day. 
Each box is lettered and numbered, and the 
student enters his name with the letter and 
number of his box in a book kept for the 
purpose. The parts are kept six days, a fine 
being incurred for each day beyond the 
prescribed time.— Medical Bulletin. 





Selections. 


Intussusception Relieved by an Injection.— 
By Alfred Kebbell, M.R.C.S. Eng. (British Medical 
Journal) : 

John V., age twenty-one, joiner’s apprentice, came 
to me on March 17, 1880, complaining of pain in the 
right side of the abdomen. He said it came on after 
a sudden twist (British Med. Journal), As he had no 
other symptoms I gave him a mild aperient, and told 
him to rest for a few days. On March 18th he was 
not so well. Temperature 104.8°. He complained 
of sore throat. As he had recently been exposed to 
the infection of scarlet fever I expected he was going 
to be attacked. On March 19th he complained more 
of pain in his body. He could not bear pressure. A 
milk diet was ordered and poultices to the abdomen. 
On March 22d the pain and tenderness of the abdo- 
men was the same. I ordered one eighth of a grain 
of morphia in pill twice a day. The symptoms re- 
mained much the same till March 29th; the bowels 
had acted slightly once or twice, and he remained 
tolerably easy with the morphia pills; the abdomen, 
however, became distended. Up till this time I re- 
garded the case as one of peritonitis. 

On the afternoon of the 29th I found him vomit- 
ing, with an anxious expression; tongue brown and 
furred. He complained of pieces of jelly-like sub- 
stance passing from his bowel, and of difficulty of 
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passing urine. The catheter was used, but little urine 
passed. He had hiccough. On examining the bowel 
I found the anus so dilated that I could easily have 
passed in my hand, A quantity of jelly-like mucus 
was escaping. On passing my finger I found a por- 
tion of bowel as large as a man’s fist; it felt almost 
like the fetal head in perineum; and every few min- 
utes there was violent bearing-down pain, which gave 
the impression that descended bowel would soon pass 
through the anus. The finger could be passed all 
around the mass, and high up at the back I could 
just introduce the tip of my finger into the orifice of 
the invaginated portion. As I was some miles from 
home and had no long tube with me, I returned on 
the following morning, March 3oth. With some dif- 
ficulty I introduced the long tube of a stomach-pump 
through the orifice mentioned, and with steady press- 
ure passed it about two feet, and then injected slowly 
three pints of soapy water. Flatus passed through 
the tube, and shortly afterward liquid feces. Some 
pain was caused during the injection, but almost im- 
mediate relief followed. On examining the bowels 
I found the descended intestine much decreased in 
size. I gave strict orders that the motions, if any 
came, were to be passed on the back; but on return- 
ing in about an hour I found the patient seated on 
the night-chair, having the bowels very freely moved. 
On the following day I found him with all his bad 
symptoms relieved. Nothing was to be felt in the 
rectum except the feces, and from this date he made 
a very rapid recovery. 


Congenital Absence of Eyeballs. — Dr. John 
P. Wall, Tampa, Fla., writes to the New York Med. 
Record: 

There came under my observation a few days ago 
a child, white, male infant, six months old, who was 
born without eyeballs. With Dr. J. Z. Porter, Assist- 
ant Surgeon U. 5. A., I carefully examined this case. 
The ¢utamina oculi appear to be perfectly formed, 
although the lids are small and appear not to have 
grown any since birth, owing probably to lack of 
function and the natural distension which the pres- 
ence of the balls would have produced. The lids, 
as a consequence, are somewhat retracted into the 
empty sockets, and because of this and their non- 
development they can be separated only to a very 
limited extent to gain a view into the empty sockets. 
We satisfied ourselves, however, that there were no 
eyeballs present even in a rudimentary form. The 
child is well grown for its age, intelligent, and seems 
all right in every other respect. When it cries from 
pain its mother states that it sheds tears, showing the 
presence of the lachrymal gland. The mother, upon 
being questioned as to any probable cause to which 
she could attribute this defect in her child’s forma- 
tion, stated that about a month and a half after con- 
ception she was frightened, in crossing a stream in a 
ferry-boat, upon turning her head and observing un- 
expectedly behind her a negro man who had lost one 
eye, the lids of which were closed and retracted into 
the socket. This is the only incident which occurred 
during gestation to which she attaches any impor- 
tance. 

As relating to maternal impressions, I will men- 
tion an instance which would seem to indicate that 
there may be something in it, in the first place, and 
that the deformity may appear in another child sub- 
sequently as a result of the physiological effect of the 
first on the mother. In 1872 I operated for harelip 
on the second-born of a iady, who stated that in the 
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first months of pregnancy she had seen a very ugly 
double harelip in a child six years old. This latter 
child I also operated on successfully two years after- 
ward. About a year ago I operated on another child 
of this same lady’s for double harelip, who also has 
cleft soft palate. Now, so far as can be discovered, 
this harelip deformity can not be traced to any of the 
progenitors of these parents, and consequently I am 
rather disposed to attribute the first case to maternal 
impression, and the second to the physiological effect 
of the first on the mother than to atavism. Where a 
woman has had children by two husbands, physiolo- 
gists say that it is not unusual for the children of the 
second husband to resemble the father of the first 
set, which they attribute to the physiological impres- 
sion of the first made on the mother while in utero. 
Now is not the same thing possible, and even prob- 
able, as regards deformities ? 


Climate in Kidney-disease.—One case in forty- 
nine at Aberdeen, compared with one in 4,303 at 
Genoa, proves the influence of climate in producing 
kidney-troubles (Buffalo Med. and Surg. Journal), 
In very cold climates the respiratory function is so ex- 
alted that the stress of excretion falls upon the lungs, 
and much passes off by the lungs that in warmer cli- 
mates would pass as excrementitious matter from the 
the kidneys. In warm climates other excreting or- 
gans than the kidneys are in a state of increased 
activity. A failure in the action of the skin would 
occasion a demand upon the liver and alimentary 
canal rather than upon the kidneys. In temperate 
climates it appears that the kidneys sympathize and 
alternate with the skin more than do any other organs. 
So that an exposure which, in England, would pro- 
duce a nephritis, in India would develop hepatitis or 
dysentery. While not knowing the exact relation, we 
do know that calculous formations are related to dis- 
turbed assimilation. In some cases strawberries al- 
ways produce nephralgia. Hard—particularly lime- 
waters—should be interdicted; but the drinking in 
abundance of wholesome waters is advised. Upon 
drinking Niagara water the urine becomes more acid 
and turbid. The drinking of Bethesda, Apollinaris, 
or rain waters increases and clears the urine, render- 
ing it less acid. Probably the Springs of Vichy pro- 
vide the best waters for cases of uric acid diathesis. 


‘Rosicrucian is like Apollinaris without, however, the 


gas. 

Why not use Buffalo Lithia Springs water? Many 
good results have followed its use.— Virginia Med. 
Monthly. 


Treatment of Suppuration of the Knee-joint 
by Free Incision.—A series of cases of more than 
usual clinicai interest were brought before the Med- 
ical Society of London last Monday evening showing 
the good result which may follow the effect of free 
incisions into with subsequent drainage of the sup- 
purating knee-joint, even without the employment of 
special antiseptic precautions (British Med. Journal). 
Dr. Alder Smith brought one such case there, and 
Mr. E. Owen three. In each instance the movements 
of the knee-joint remained but little, if at all, im- 
paired. The president (Mr. Gant) remarked that 
the patients which were there exhibited formed a most 
interesting surgical spectacle. All four cases were 
those of children; but we understand that other pa- 
tients, adults, in whom equally good results have oc- 
curred, are likely to be exhibited at a future meeting 
of the Society. 








